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Vocational Training and Home Study 89

tion are to blame for it. The school may bring much to chil-
dren, but no mere information can be a substitute for a training
in thorough thinking. Here lies the greatest defect of our
average schools. The looseness of the spelling and figuring
draws its consequences. Whoever becomes accustomed to inac-
curacy in the elements remains inaccurate in his thinking his
life long.” (“Psychology and Social Science,” p. 264.)



CHAPTER VI

CLIMATE, SCIENTIFIC PEDAGOGY, SIMPLICITY IN
KUROPE, ATHLETICS

HE cause of our failure to equal Europe in
rapidity of mental training has been assigned
by some teachers to the American climate, which does
not encourage out of door life like the European
climate. But we have all sorts of climates in this
country, most of them very favorable for out of
doors. To that they reply that the reports from
school teachers all over the country complaining of
injury by school exercises and asking for less severe
training, even when what they have is accomplishing
so little, show that there must be some unknown
factor in the climate which prevents the applica-
tion to children of such severe training as is applied
in Europe. But it is more likely that the unknown
factor or the injurious factor lies in the foolish ideas
of our people about food, cooking and preserving
their physical vigor. With out of doors all round
them they are ignorant of how to use it for either
pleasure or health.
In recent years we have heard a good deal in thu
90


















96 American Education

legiate athletics, substituted for them intramural
athletics ; and made exercise compulsory for every-
body, including the professors. The others make no
attempt to abolish the intercollegiate evil ; but some
of them make considerable and often partially suc-
cessful efforts to encourage intramural sports. But
as yet the change has not gone far. The craze for
records and record-breaking, blind worship of pro-
fessionals, contempt for quiet enjoyment of mod-
erate skill and physical invigoration away from the
public gaze, make the task of reform in this depart-
ment seem at times almost hopeless.























































































More Criticisms and Their Effect 125

public occasions, essays on public problems, and ac-
tivity in raising funds, they pass into a different
type. Some of them cannot be kept from politics
and large public careers, and even the National
Presidency seems to be not beyond their reach!

- The chaotic condition of our education, both
school and college, the immense numbers demanding
it and the immense sums.of money lavished on it, are
in the opinion of some people a strong proof of its
healthy and vigorous condition. It is a spontaneous
* natural product, they say, of popular thought. It
seems chaotic because it has become varied in its
phases, changing with the wants, opinions and am-
bitions of every locality. It is full of experiments,
theories and subtle divisions of theories, because it
is struggling towards high ideals.
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